LITERARY DEVICES 3                 NAME _______________________

Alliteration—a figure of speech formed by repeating the same initial consonant sound in several words in close succession.  “Giant giraffe gawks”
Allusion—a reference in a story to the proper name of a character, thing or setting from another literary word or from real life.  “It is not as if I were Darth Vader and you were Luke Skywalker.”

Analogy—the comparison of two sets which have the same relationship. In the same way as one cannot have the rainbow without the rain, one cannot achieve success and riches without hard work.
Anthropomorphism (personification)—lending a human quality, emotion or ambition to a non-human object or being. The fire reached for me with angry intensity that would doom me.
Assonance—the repetition of similar vowel sounds in a sentence. A long song.
Hyperbole—an exaggeration for effect.  “I am so tired I can sleep for a hundred years.”

Idiom—a figure of speech in a language that only makes sense in that language.  A dime a dozen, a drop in the bucket, a piece of cake

Imagery—the use of sensory words (sight, sound, smell, taste, feel) to describe an object or person.  “As the bright sunlight warmed her skin, the sound of birds arguing over tree limbs, filled the air.  The scent of wet earth filled the air.”

Inference—a conclusion based on a premise.  I can conclude that you studied your literary devices because you passed the test with flying colors.  

Irony—the opposite of what is expected.  The doctor fell ill while exploring the jungle.  He eventually died due to a lack of medical care.
Metaphor—comparison between two unlike things not using “like” or “as”.

 Her heart of stone caused her nothing but grief and loneliness. 

Onomatopoeia—sound words whose pronunciation to the actual sound/noise they represent. grunt, huff, buzz and snap. 
Oxymoron—contradictory, contrasting words placed together in a manner that actually ends up making sense in a strange, and slightly complex manner. Consists of two words.  “His heart was filled with a cold fire.”  “The Grinch got a wonderful, awful idea.”
Paradox—a seemingly contradictory statement that, on closer examination, may be true. Consists of a whole sentence.  1. "If this sentence is not true, then Santa Claus exists."  2. "This sentence is false." 3. What would happen if Pinocchio said "My nose will be growing"?
Simile—comparison between two unlike things using “like” or “as”  Santa’s belly shook like a bowl full of jelly.

Pun—words used in a manner to suggest two or more possible meanings. Santa’s helpers are known as subordinate Clauses.
Satire—the practice of making fun of a human weakness or character flaw. In general, even though satire might be humorous and may “make fun”, its purpose is not to entertain and amuse but actually to derive a reaction of contempt from the reader. 
Dialogue- Spoken conversation between two or more people.  

Anecdote- A short account of a particular incident or event-usually amusing.  Every day on my drive to work I have to get in line to turn from a busy road to get onto the highway.  I noticed that the cars making this turn seem to follow the car in front and that most of the time the cars made an extra wide turn to enter the on ramp.  One day, when it was my turn I purposely did not follow the car in front which was making the usual wide turn and I made a short tight turn.  I looked in my rear view mirror and sure enough the cars behind me followed my lead and they also made the short tight turn.  Now I make that turn at different angles just to see if I can change the flow of traffic, and I usually can!

