Name ______________________________

TEN SPELLING RULES

VOWELS: A I E O U (and sometimes Y)
CONSENANTS: All the other letters of the alphabet.

VOWEL SOUNDS. 

SHORT:  We usually read single vowels as short vowel sounds.  Doll, hall, hot, devastate, hapless

LONG:  the vowel says its name: late, hope, rope, peach, deep, 
R-CONTROLLED VOWELS.  When vowels are followed by “r” they make a special sound that is neither long nor short.
· /ar/ sound as in car, guitar, Arthur
· /âr/ sound as in care, bear, mare, scare, aquarium
· /îr/ sound as in pier
· /ir/ sound as in turnip, spider, certificate, and beaver
· /or/ sound as in manor, observatory, author, brought, and orchard
· /er/ sound as in butter, cutter, and mother
SCHWA SOUND.  The schwa sound is another vowel sound that is neither long nor short.  It generally makes the sound “uh”:  a- adept, e- synthesis, i- decimal, o- oven, u- medium, y- syringe

____________________________________________________________________________________________
VCV RULE: Frequently when you see the pattern vowel-consonant-vowel in a word, usually, the first vowel is long.  Late, date, accolade.  Also known as the Silent “e” or Bossy “e” rule.
DOUBLING RULE.  Because of the VCV rule, sometimes, when you add a suffix to a root word, you need to double the consonant, so that a vowel remains short. Hit=hitting, pit=pitted, 
TWO VOWEL RULE: When you see two vowels together, pronounce the first vowel in its long form.  “When two vowels go a-walkin’, the first vowel does the talkin’.” Each, raid, please. 
I E RULE
I before E except after C or when sounded like “a” as in neighbor and weigh.

SOFT C AND G:
the letters “C” and G” make two sounds: hard and soft.

Soft C when followed by I or E or Y  circle, pieces, center.  Hard C: cape, cope, cut
Soft G when followed by E, I or Y.  gist, gentle, giant, giraffe.  Hard G: garage, gum, galaxy
DROPPING THE FINAL “e”
· If the ending you are adding begins with a vowel (such as: ing, ed, es), drop the final “e”. advance+ing=advancing, surprise+ed=surprised.
· If the ending begins with a consonant (such as: ness, ment), keep the final e: advance=ment=advancement, like+ness=likeness, 
· if the silent e is preceded by another vowel, drop the e when adding any ending: argue+ment=argument, argue+ed=argued, true+ly+truly.
· Exceptions: the final e may be kept in words where the final e is preceded by a soft g or c: changeable, courageous, manageable, management, noticeable. 

DROPPING THE FINAL “y”

· When adding an ending to a word that ends with y, change the y to i when it is preceded by a consonant. supply = supplies, worry=worried, merry=merrier 
· This does not apply to the ending -ing: crying, studying
· Nor does it apply when the final y is preceded by a vowel: obeyed, saying

PREFIXES
Generally, adding prefixes to a word does not change its spelling.
CONTRACTIONS
You must always mark a spot where you leave a letter out of a word.  Mark a deleted letter with an apostrophe. Can’t, isn’t, weren’t, ‘twas
APOSTROPHES TO SHOW POSSESSION
· Use apostrophes to mark deleted letters and to show possession. The cat’s milk spilled.  The car’s tire popped. 

· If you show possession to a plural noun, the apostrophe comes after the “s”  The boys’ bathroom was a mess, so they all cleaned it up together!  The dogs’ food tasted like cardboard, but they ate it anyway.

JUST FOR FUN
	American
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Spelling

	Canceled
	Cancelled

	Center
	Centre

	Check
	Cheque

	Color
	Colour

	Criticize
	Criticise

	Gray
	Grey

	Humor
	Humour

	Judgment
	Judgement

	Labor
	Labour

	License
	Licence

	Realize
	Realise

	Theater
	Theatre

	Tire
	Tyre 

	Valor
	valour


